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Course Syllabus

Research Methods in Psychology - PSY 3110: Section 03
(Writing Across the Curriculum Course; WAC)

Fall 2013
Mondays and Wednesdays: 10:00am-11:40am

University Hall - Room #5150F

4

Contacts: Instructor
Jon Elhai, Ph.D.
(419) 530-2829 (office)
Jon.elhai@utoledo.edu (e-mail)
www.jon-elhai.com

Teaching Assistant
[      Brianna Byllesby
brianna.byllesby@rockets.utoledo.edu

Office Hours: Wednesdays: 2:15-3:15pm
University Hall (UH) - Room #1370

Required Text: Gravetter, F. J., & Forzano, L. B. (2012). Research methods for the behavioral sciences
(4th ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning. ISBN: 978-1-111-34225-8

American Psychological Association (2009). Publication manual of the American
Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychological
Association. ISBN: 978-1433805615

Both books should be available in the UT Barnes & Noble Bookstore.

Course Description:
Design, execution, analysis and reporting of research in psychology. Lecture and laboratory.
Prerequisite: 1) PSY 2100 (Statistical Methods; minimum grade of C minus).

Learning Objectives:
1.  Students should identify various methods to analyze research questions in clinical psychology.
2.  Students should describe basic procedures on how to design a study to test a psychological research

question.

Course
1.

Policies and Procedures
Attendance: It is the responsibility of each student to attend all classes, and turn in all assignments on time.
Student attendance is worth 10% of the final grade. No excused absences will be allowed for any reason;
however, you are allowed to miss up to two classes without penalty. Therefore, there is no need to
contact the instructor about missed class sessions.
Please do not arrive late to classI Students who consistently arrive late will be asked to not return to
class.

a. Classroom Environment. It is expected that the classroom environment will be peaceful and respectful.
Because it is distracting to have students use cell phones and computers in class (for any electronic
communication), cell phone and computer use (except during class exercises) in class are prohibited.
Students who use cell phones or computers in class will be asked to leave class.
b. Buddy System. It is the student's responsibility to find a partner/buddy in class early in the semester
(from their designed team, discussed below). If the student misses a lecture, s/he can consult with their
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buddy to borrow class notes. After a missed class, the Instructor will not be able to meet with the student to
review what transpired in class.

2. Literature Review. One goal of this course (20% of grade) is for students to develop a literature review in an
area of psychology of interest. This will be accomplished using the following steps implemented in a written
report: 1) discuss and select an appropriate, narrowly focused research topic/area in psychology; 2) review and
adequately summarize the recent literature that has analyzed the research topic.

Early in the semester, class sessions will involve generally discussing how to conduct a literature review. Class
sessions will also involve discussion and questions pertinent to developing a literature review.

Papers must be at least 10 pages in length. References/sources must come from mental health, psychology and
psychiatry journals or books (start by searching PsycInfo). No more than 1-2 (non-PsycInfo) internet references
may be used. Topics must be approved by the instructor beforehand. Papers must be typed with a 12 pt.
Times New Roman font, double-spaced, with 1 inch margins, and are due via e-mail by Oct. 23. Papers may be
submitted early for corrective feedback. APA format is required for references.

Note: every student in the class must complete a brief plagiarism tutorial early in the semester (by September
9). No grades will be assigned until the tutorial is completed. This tutorial can be found at:
¢, ÿ .ÿ ,jÿn-dhai.,,om/ccÿ  .....  /p_!Agiaris,ÿ-tdÿoriaÿ

3. Research Study. A goal of this course (20% of grade) is for students to work in teams to conduct a psychology





Week
8/19
8/26
9/2

9/9
Tutorial Due
9/16                Chapter 6                   Research Strategies
9/23                Chapters 7-8                Exper./Between-Subjects
9/30                       NO CLASS MON. 9/30 (FALL BREAK)


