University of Toledo - Department of Psychology - Fall 2018
PSY 6100/7100-Quantitative Methods in Psychology |
Mondays & Wednesdays 9:35-10:55am
University Hall Room 5150F

Instructor: Dr. Kamala London Newton | Teaching Assistant: Keith Edmonds

Office: UH 1880B (1 floor) Office: UH 6510 (6™ floor)

Telephone: (419) 530-2352 E-mail: keith.edmonds@rockets.utoledo.edu
E-mail: kamala.london@utoledo.edu Office hours: M 11am- 1pm

Office hours: M 11lam-1pm W 1lam- 1pm

F 9-11am by appointment

Required Texts
Field, A. (2018) Discovering statistics using SPSS (5th ed.). London: Sage. There are older
versions of this around, but the new version does a lot more. Visit his website for much
supplemental materials. (Google: Andy Field Statistics Hell)
Additional required readings will be assigned in class.
You’ll need a basic calculator.

Prerequisites
Officially, there is no prerequisite for this course; however, you should have a mastery of

computational concepts (including basic algebra) and at least one elementary statistics course at the
undergraduate level. If you are unsure whether you have the appropriate background make sure to
talk with me about appropriate placement during the first week of classes.

Course Description

This course provides a basic understanding of the statistics used most commonly by social
scientists. Topics to be covered include summarizing data with graphs and numbers, generalizing
from samples to a population, and determining the effect of one variable on another. We will
emphasize the interpretation and application of statistics. Even students who say they have “math
anxiety” can excel in this class, if they are willing to keep up with the work. This course is the first
of a three course series that fulfills the research and statistics requirements. By the end of this class,
you will be able to:

1. summarize and organize data,

2. select and calculate an appropriate statistic to decide whether a variable reliably affects
another variable, or whether such findings are driven by chance,

3. critically evaluate research findings in scientific journals and in the media,

4. run analyses and interpret output from a statistical software program (SPSS), and

5. possess a basic understanding of statistics that can be built upon in future research design
and statistics classes, as well as the foundations needed to conduct and analyze your own
studies.
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Class Policies
No cell phones or other electronic devices (except calculator). Please turn them off.
Classroom citiz






