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Discussion points will be based on classroom participation. Discussion points are also based on 
departmental citizenship (such as not being on email or any computer activity unrelated to the 
class (e.g., shopping for new Ugg boots, checking the season’s new Panera menu, etc).$

:;81%88;4=$392:97$EPGHI$ 

Student will pick a topic/class session and will co-facilitate the class meeting along with the 
instructor. The graduate student should take the /#J0$)-/# in class facilitation on their assigned 
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Project Formats 
 
PW$$2&&-+J+#0 L'L/'-S)JO",]] In a selected interest area within developmental psychology, write 
a one-page (single-spaced) description/critique of each of 10 articles describing original empirical 
research. The difficult part of this assignment is to not plagiarize, so I will also ask you to submit 
a copy of each article. Your one-page summary of each article should include (1) a brief 
description of the article, (2) a critique of the strengths and weaknesses of the study(ies), and (3) a 
brief reminder to yourself about how this article ties in with your particular research/study 
interests. This assignment may be especially useful if you plan to include developmental interests 
relevant in your theses or comprehensive exam preparation. 
 
XW$2OO/'#0$'**K#$'&$0#(#/-OM#&+J/$O*,T"-/-S,W$Imagine you are on an airplane. Your seatmate 
becomes aware you are a doctoral student in psychology. You inform them you are taking a 
graduate course in developmental psychology. The seatmate asks you for practical advice. 
Respond to one of the following questions incorporating developmental theory and scientific 
evidence to support your advice. You will need to conduct an outside literature search which can 
include arguments related to biological, cognitive, and socio-emotional development. Pick only 
one of the following to address. 
 
Seatmate: My mother-in-law criticizes us about our parenting choices… 

• Should I spank my 5-year-old? 
• Should I co-sleep with my infant? 
• Should I allow my 12-year-old to decide whether to get the Covid vaccine? 
• My 5-year-old showed sexual behavior. Should I get them assessed for sexual abuse? 
• Should I send my child to a Montessori school? 
• I adopted an 18-month-old who had been severely neglected during her first 18 months 

with her severely depressed birth mother. She’s now 2 years old. Will she show effects of 
this early deprivation? 

 
FW$7#('#U*]]Select 4 published empirical reports representing one or two areas in developmental 
psychology and write reviews of each of them as if you had been requested to act as a reviewer 
for a journal.  (You may wish to consult me on selecting articles that will allow for good 
exercise.) Your reviews should be approximately 3 double-spaced pages each. See me for more 
explicit instructions and examples.  The aim of this project is to allow you to exercise your critical 
thinking about developmental psychology on a task genuinely required of professional 
psychologists. Please submit your articles along with your review. 
   
YW$7#/J+#$,-K)$J)#J$+-$0#(#/-OM#&+J/$O*,T"-/-S,]]Write a paper  describing the relationship of 
developmental psychology to your non-developmental area of research.  This should be a review 
paper, 10 double-spaced pages long.  The aim of this project is to integrate your understanding of 
developmental psychology with some other area of research. 
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RW$1"'/0$:#(#/-OM#&+$#**J,-- In accord with the format provided by Child Development 
Perspectives, write an essay on a topic of your choice.  Although relatively short, the essay should 
be deeply thoughtful, well-researched, and well-argued. Ten pages max. 
 
_W$7#*#J)T"$O)-O-*J/]]Write a 10-page proposal for research that involves a question related to 
developmental psychology.  See me for more information on research proposal format. This 
should NOT be your master’s or doctoral thesis. 
 
7. <-/'T,$OJO#)]] Read the article linked here regarding the major decline in kindergarten 
enrollment in 2020 amidst the Covid pandemic. Discuss racial disparities. Considering what 
you’ve learned in the class about biological, cognitive and social development, discuss whether 
you expect long-term negative effects, and if so, how might they be addressed? Assuming 
adequate funding existed, what kind of intervention would you propose to address this problem?$
 
Other project topics can be discussed and allowed with instructor approval. 

Tentative Schedule 
 

?##V$P$ ;&+)-0KT+'-&$`$T-K)*#$-(#)('#U; B'*+-),$-.$:#(#/-OM#&+J/$<*,T"-/-S,$
?$a6P$ $$  
  
?##V$X$ B'*+-),$-.$:#(#/-OM#&+J/$<*,T"-/-S,$
?$a6b$ $$ Cairns, R. B. (1992). The making of a developmental science: The contributions and 

intellectual heritage of James Mark Baldwin. Developmental Psychology, 28, 17-24.  

White, S. H. (1992). G. Stanley Hall: From philosophy to developmental psychology. 
Developmental Psychology, 28, 25-34. 
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Birney, D. & Sternberg, R. J. (2011). Cognitive Development. Chapter 7 in M.H. 
Bronstein & M.E. Lamb Developmental Science:  An Advanced Textbook.$

$
?##V$b$ 8-T'J/$T-S&'+'(#$0#(#/-OM#&+$
?$PG6XG$ $
$

Moore C. Social Cognition in Infancy. In: Tremblay RE, Boivin M, Peters RDeV, eds. 
Zelazo PD, topic ed. Encyclopedia on Early Childhood 
Development [online]. http://www.child-encyclopedia.com/social-cognition/according-
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