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Dr. Lee: Research Method

January 9, 2012

PSY 3110-002: Research Methods in Psychology

Professor:
Class Time:
Classroom:
Office:
Office Hours:
Contact Info:
Hybrid Class (70-30)
Home-page

Dr. Yueh-Ting Lee
MSV 10:00am-11:40am
University Hall 5150
UH 1350
MW 9:30-10:00am & 1 l:40am-12:10pm by appointment
419-530-2347 (YT.Lee@UToledo.edu'
70% in class or lab and 30% on line
http ://lee.socialpsychology.org

PREREQUISITE
PSY 2100: Statistical Methods

CO-REQUISITE
This course is part of the WAC (Writing Across Curriculum) courses for psychology majors. For

more information, please see page 44 in the Universiÿ. of Toledo 2006-2008 General Catalog or check the
website for more updated info:  http://www.utoledo.edu/as/wac/wac studentreq.html. Students will be
asked to revise/rewrite and re-submit their research reports based on the feedback from the instructor.

TEXTS & OTHER MATERIALS (see the level of requirement)

Required
1.

.

Sommer, R., & Sommer, B. (2002). A practical guide to behavioral research: Tools and
techniques (5"' ed.). New York: Oxford University Press (100% required).
A USB Flash Drive 100% required.

Often used
3.

,
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basic concepts and skills as they are used in psychological research.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Research Methods in Psychology is part of the psychology core requirements. It is a fundamental
and integral part of our psychology curriculum, as it focuses on experimental and correlational (or non-
experimental) methodology, research design, data collection, statistical analysiS, and research report-
writing. This course will provide a foundation for students to analyze and interpret the research that forms
the basis for their psychology area courses, and it will provide them with the tools and skills to conduct
their own research projects in their Advanced Research and Independent Study courses. This course also
serves as an introduction to and survey of various data collection paradigms and equipment. In brief,
students are expected to learn: a) research skills (e.g., how to design and how to run a study), b)
computer/statistical data analysis skills; c) writing and communication skills (how to write and present
your work psychologically) and other skills and professional ethics.

COURSE EVALUATION AND REQUIREMENTS

1.     52%

2   6%
3.   15%
4.     15%
5.     12%

Four Quizzes (13% each) and/or a Comprehensive Test (13%)
(related to materials from lectures and readings)
Homework assignments
Three Research Reports which must be revised (around 5% for each)
One Complete Research Project based on 3 of your revised research reports
Required Lab Participation (about 4 or 5 labs) and Hybrid Learning

(both in class and on line)

Formula to estimate your performance and your course grade ycous c-hOg angy[%=or>95, A-=or>90, B+=or>85, B=or>80, B-=or>75reading4.ef,a> 0 , C = (a> 65, C-= (a>6 , D+ = (a> 57, D = (a> 53, D- =or>5 , F < 50]reading95%aplagiurvsmes, anr rultTd (syc F.ch reports) Tj
/99ct
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well in your complete research project depends on how well you will complete your research
report. Each report will be revised or rewritten. All reports will be sequential (one after another).

Research Report 1 is your introduction and hypothesis based on your literature review.
Research Report 2 is your research method section (i.e., your research design and proposal
including your operationalized/specified IV, DV, concrete procedure and research or stimulus
materials/equipments, plus attachments of your measures and your research consent form etc).
Research Report 3 is your data analysis and results (see the info). Your research reports will be
sequential. Please complete one after another. Students will be asked to revise/rewrite and re-
submit their research reports based on the feedback from the instructor.

Individual Study/Research Project
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Online Video 1 on Understanding Research

01/18 W
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03/14 W Research Report 2 Due
You hand in the method section in which you identify your prediction(s)/hypothesis. How
will you OPERATIONALLY define your IV and DV? How will you do your study
(including your specific measures and specific research procedure/materials)? Please refer
to the sample method section in your text books.

03119 M Experimental and Non-experimental Methods and Rating Scales & Inventories (SS ch. 10,
18)

Lab 5: SPSS and various other methods/techniques
Learn how to use SPSS to compute its mean, mode, median, frequency, bar-chart,
correlation & regression, T-test, ANOVA, etc
Also be ready for your data collection (sample size is between 12 and 20)

03/21 W
03/26 M

03/28 W

04/02 M

04/04 W

04/09 M

04/11 W

04/16 M

04/18 W

04/23 M

04/25 W

Review and Catch up: Please start to collect your data for your project
Quiz 3 and Lecture

Content Analysis/Case Study (SS ch 11, 12, 13)

SPSS again and your data analysis and work with you individually on your project.

APA Style and SPSS & Specific consultation on your study
Research Report 3 Due (i.e., your Results section) Please run or analyze your own data
either via SPSS or by your calculator. Try to compute its meau, median, frequency, bar-
chmÿt, correlation, etc. to see whether your data/results support your original hypothesis.
Your organization of resu Its shou Id be based on your research problem/hypotlaesis.

Result interpretation: Worldng on your Discussion/Conclusion section
(SS. 20 & CF M. ch 12 & Ch 13 )

APA Writing Style & Report Writing-up
Specific consultation

How to put together all reports (into a research project)

Catch up and Individual Consultation

Review and Lecture

Quiz 4

Last Day class
Probably Oral Presentation/Report
Written Study/Research Project Due
and a Comprehensive Test (Optional)

04/30 M--5/04 Final Exam Week


