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Psychology 3710- Psychology and Law
2:0.0-3:15pm on Mondays and Wednesdays in Gi!lham Hall 5300

Spring 2012

Professor: Dr. Kami London, PhD
Office: UH 1880a Phone: 419-530-2352
Email: kamala.london@utoledo.edu
Office hours: M 12:30-1:30 (or make an
appt. The best way to do that is to email
me.)

Text: Greene, E., & Heilbrun, K. (2011). Wrightsman's psychology and the legal system
(7th ed). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning.

Other required readings for the class will be posted online. Readings will be announced
in class. Guest speakers will be announced.

Course Description: The interface between psychological principles and our legal
system will be explored. Topics include but are not limited to:

a. Theories of crir'ninal behavior
b. Eyewitness identification and accuracy
c. Competency to stand trial
d. The insanity defense
e. Analysis of victims and perpetrators



Assignments have specific due dates that are listed on the class schedule. You will be
docked 10% for every day that they are late. Because you have been told about these
assignments in advance there will be no exceptions to this rule. If you will be attending a
University sponsored event on the due date of an assignment, you will be expected to
turn the assignment in early.







Writing Assignment #1 - Analyzing the ethical dilemmas associated with recent



Writinq/Readinq assiqnment #2:
Lÿ

Read two articles available on myut:

Beyond all reason. Case study of Bobby Thompson, a 10-year old murderer

John Wayne Gacy Case study of a serial killer.

Turn in a 4-5 page paper which does the following:

Use the information from Chapter 3 to attempt to explain the crimes of John Wayne
Gacy and Bobby Thompson. Which theories of criminality best explain each murderer?
Are there similarities and differences in the backgrounds of the two?

Writing Assi.qnment #3 NGRI Assiqnment:
Read: "A suitable punishment: The future of the insanity defense."

AND two of the following articles that are case studies of a killer:

"The jury trial of Mac the Knife"

"Land of Opportunity"

"Razor fruitcake"

"Psycho Killer- Que'est-Ce Que C'est?"

These readings are from
Woychuk, D. (1996). Attorney for the damned: A lawyer's life with the criminally insane.
Free Press: New York.

In your 4-5 page paper:
1. Briefly describe the case studies you read (either "The jury trial of Mac the Knife",
"Land of opportunity", "Psycho Killer- Que'est-Ce Que C'est?" or "Razor fruitcake").
Describe how they matched (or did not match) your view of the NGRI defense.

3. If you could create a perfect world, which of the two systems would you use and
when? Or since you are creating a perfect world, can you think of a better system?
Describe it.

2. We now have two different systems to employ in dealing with individuals who deviate
from societal norms (the criminal justice system and the mental health system). Each
uses a different model to deal with deviance. Discuss at least 3 advantages you can
think of for using a criminal justice model. Then discuss at least 3 advantages for a
mental health model.
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Writinq Assi.qnment #4: Death Penalty Issues

For this writing assignment you chose a topic and are given the task of arguing for and
against a position. Construct the best arguments for the position and then construct the
best arguments against your position. In other words, present both sides of the argument
in your 4-5 page paper.

Hint: As you argue your case you might want to keep in mind the main criteria that
people use to support the death penalty.


