
RESEARCH PRACTICUM IN SOCIAL PSYCIIOLOGY
PSY 4100 FOR UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS
PSY6030/7030 FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS

Instructor: Dr. Andrew Geers
Office: University Hall, 6524
Phone: 419.530.8530

Email: Andrew.Geers@utoledo.edu
Office Hours: Fri 9'30aln- 12pro
or by appointment

Lab phone: 410.530.8441

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This is a hands-on expel iential learning course. Students will be dilectly involved with various stages of the
research process in a social psychology laboratoly. The course will also include class meetings, involving
group discussions and graduate student plesentations. The goal of this course is to train undergraduate and
graduate students in the research methodologies used in socml psychology We will focus on labolatory-
based experiments. We will also discuss key theoretical and statistical issues in social and health psychology.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

•  Be able to develop your own lesearch ideas
•  Be able to incorporate social psychologmal theory into your research
•  Be able to design an experiment that tests your hypothesis
•  Be able to conduct experimental resemdl sessions
•  Be able to code and enter research data into SPSS
•  Be able to interplet the results of studies and plan follow-up lesearch

YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES AS A PRACTICUM STUDENT

Throughout the semester you will take on a numbel of impol tant duties as a student in this course, although
the specific duties may vary across undergraduate and graduate students. In general, you can expect to
contribute 3 hours per week fol every 1 credit horn you are ÿegistered fol. Your schedule should be open and
flexible enough to accommodate your commitment to this resem ch practiculn experience. Students with tight
schedules or who cannot attend our weeldy meetings should NOT register for this corn se.

It is expected that you...
•  Attend weekly class meeting. We will hold weekly meetings tlnoughout the semester. During these

meetings you will be introduced to new l esearch ideas, methodologms, statistics, etc Mol eoveÿ, you
will be expected to update the lab group on the progl ess of yore ongoing pÿ oject and you will be able
to contribute to group discussions. Issues ÿelevant to the cmeel s of both undergraduate students (e.g.,
graduate school preparation) and graduate students (e.g., pl ofessional development) wdl be



stimuli, creating IRB ptotocols, designing surveys, creating Medialab pi'ogl'ams, and so on (note that
the specific task will depend upon the nature of the project and a student's role in the project)
Entedcode data. An important step in the research process is correctly entering and coding data.



If students do not follow the procedures laid out m the syllabus they may be asked to diop the couise, When
students are not following the syllabus, the instructor may also remove the student fi'om the course (lesulting
in an IW) or assign the student the grade of"F". Students will be given written and oral warnings before
being given a foiced withdrawal from the course.

GRADING
93-100A                80-82 B-               67-69 D+
90-92 A-               77-79 C+               63-66 D
87-89 B+               73-76 C                60-62 D-
83-86 B                   70-72 C-                  less than 60 F

SCHEDULE OF CLASS MEETINGS

Date                                     Topic
1/10         Lab Organizational Meeting

1117         Research Pl oject Discussion Day

1124         Research Project Presentation and Discussion

1131         Research Article Discussion Day
217          Presentation on Research Dissemination

2114         No lab meeting (SPSP conference)
2/21         Graduate School Day 1
2/28         Graduate School Day 2

3/7          No lab meeting (Spring break)
3114         Creating Pl ofessional Materials
3/21         Research Article Discussion Day

3128         Research Project Presentation and Discussion

4/4          Research Project Presentation and Discussion

/4/11         SPSS and Data Analysis Day 1

4118         SPSS and Data Analysis Day 2
4125         Finalizing Projects and Celebratoiy Lunch l

*Please note that the schedule and piocednies ill this coui se are subject to change in the event of extenuating
circumstanoes and when the instiuctor needs to do so.

We will adhere to tile following Collegiate Policies set out by the University of Toledo

Academic integrity: http://www ut°led°'edu/dl/students/dish°nesty'html

Student accommodations' hÿ'//www.utoledo.edu/utlc/accessibllity_/


