
Lifespan Developmental Psychology Online - Professor Michael Caruso

Course Syllabus
PSY 2510 901 - Spring 2015

NOTE: Please see the separate COURSE SCHEDULE for a complete week by week schedule.
NOTE: This syllabus is subject to change. Any changes will be announced in the "Announcements" section on

the home page of the course Blackboard site and a revised Course Syllabus will be posted.

CLASS INSTRUCTOQÿR AND OFFICE INFORMATION
Course and section - PSY 2510 091, Lifespan Developmental Psychology, Spring 2015, University of Toledo
Instructor- Michael Caruso, Associate Professor, Psychology Department
Office - UH5020B - on the fifth floor of University Hall
Office hours -Mon and Wed 3:30-4:30, Tues and Thurs 11:00-12:30, with other times by appointment. I do not hold

these scheduled office hours during University holidays or final exam week.
E-mail - Click on "Send E-mail" from the Blackboard website menu or use: michael.caruso@utoledo.edu
Office phone/voicemail- 419.530.2896, although contact by e-mail preferred

UIRED TEXTBOOK
The required textbook is Santrock, John W. (2014). A TopicalApproach to Life-Span Development (7th
edition), Boston: McGraw-Hill. (ISBN: 9780078035500)

•  Get hold of the textbook as soon as possible.
•  The book is available for rental or purchase from the Barnes and Noble bookstore on

the UT Bancroft campus (http://bit.ly/MIH9ue).
•  You can comparison shop for the book at addall.com (http:/ibit.lyiliHimy3). If you order

the book from the internet, please use overnight or two-day shipping. With standard
5-9 business day shipping, you may not receive the book for another week or two.

•  The text can also be rented or purchased as an e-textbook at the bookstores listed
above, or at CourseSmart.com (http://bit.ly!lkxNYeT).

•  A copy of the textbook is on reserve at the Carlson library for in-library use as well.

COURSE DESCRIP                   OBJECTIVES
Catalog description - PSY 2510 Lifespan Developmental Psychology. 3 hours. Emphasizes research and theory
from conception through old age, and integrates important developmental issues within a lifespan approach.
Prerequisite: PSY 1010.

This course surveys the major areas of Iifespan developmental psychology - the science of individual human
development. The course is organized in a topical format, exploring theories and tracing development across the
lifespan for each area covered. It is recommended that you have passed an introductory Psychology course with a
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Course Schedule - A list of all class meetings, due dates, test dates, etc.
Study Guides - Specific learning objectives listing what content you are expected to master for each topic. The

items on the Study Guides will be covered on the Tests.
Lecture Notes - The content of my classroom lectures along with some examples and commentary.
Discussion Board - Contains the "Guidelines for the Discussion Board' that explain the project and scoring in

detail, and the discussion topics that you are required to comment on.
Extra Credit - Contains instructions for the Extra Credit projects and links to the Extra Credit Quizzes.
Textbook Companion Site - A link that leads to the "Online Learning Center" for students set up by the textbook

publisher. It contains resources and practice test items that you might find useful.
Practice Quizzes - 5-item practice quiz written by Prof Caruso for each chapter. These sample Study Guide

items and do not cover everything you need to know for the Tests. You may take them as many times as you
like, with a slightly different question mix each time. Practice quiz scores do not count in your grade.

Tests - Links to the tests will appear here on the scheduled test dates.
Grade Book - Your Test, Discussion Board, and other scores are posted here so that can check them.
Send E-mail - Allows you to e-mail the course instructor. You can also e-mail classmates if you choose.
Help - Blackboard's help system for students.
Learner Support - Online resources for UT's distance learning students.

OUTLINE OF COURSE TOPICS
Unit I - Foundations of Lifespan Development
Chapter 1 - Introduction
Chapter 2 - Biological Beginnings and Chapter 8 - Intelligence, pages 268-272, Section titled "Controversies and

Group Comparisons"
Chapter 5 - Motor, Sensory, and Perceptual Development

Unit II - Cognitive Development
Chapter 6 - Cognitive Developmental Approaches
Chapter 7 - Information Processing
Chapter 8 - Intelligence, pages 261-263, Sections titled "What is Intelligence?" and "Intelligence Tests" and pages

272-285, Sections titled "The Development of Intelligence" and "The Extremes of Intelligence and Creativity"
Chapter 9 - Language Development

Unit III - Language, Emotions, Gender
Chapter 10 - Emotional Development and Attachment
Chapter 11 - The Self, Identity, and Personality
Chapter 12 - Gender and Sexuality

Unit IV - Personality; Marriage and Family; Death and Grieving
Chapter 14 - Families, Lifestyles, and Parenting
Chapter 15 - Peers and the Sociocultural World
Chapter 17 - Death, Dying, and Grieving and Chapter 3 - Physical Development and Biological Aging pages 117-

123, Section titled "Longevity and Biological Aging"

PRACTICE ÿUIZZES
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EXTRA CREDIT
There are two extra credit projects you can elect to perform, each worth up to five bonus points. These projects
involve reading some articles I have selected, and taking a multiple choice quiz over the content in the articles.

"k Click the "Extra Credit" link on the home page menu for more detail on the extra credit projects, links to the
articles, and to access the extra credit quizzes.

-k See the separate COURSE SCHEDULE for the Extra Credit Quiz availability dates for this term.

GRADING
Your final course grade will be based on the total points earned from the four Tests, the eight Discussion Board
topics, and any Extra Credit bonus points you accumulate. The grade scale assumes that 300 points are available,
although with extra credit, more points are actually possible. The final grade scale is: A = 93.0 - 100%; A- = 90.0 -
92.9%; B+ = 87.0 - 89.9%; B = 83.0 - 86.9%; B- = 80.0 - 82.9%; C+ = 77.0 - 79.9%; C = 73.0 - 76.9%; C- = 70.0
- 72.9%; D+ = 67.0 - 69.9%; D = 63.0 - 66.9%; D- = 60.0 - 62.9%; F = 0 - 59.9%.

-k Click the "Grade Book" link on the home page menu to view your scores during the term.

POLICIES AND GENERAL INFORMATION
Withdrawal Policy - If you decide to withdraw from the course, you need to file forms in the Registration office. The
withdrawal deadline for Spring semester 2015 is Friday, March 27. See the University Catalog for more detail on
University withdrawal pMATIshs.



Lifespan Developmental Psychology Online - Professor Michael Caruso

Course Schedule
PSY 2510 901 - Spring 2015

NOTE: This is a schedule only. See the Course Syllabus for course requirements and other information.
NOTE: Schedule subject to change. Any changes will be announced in the "Announcements" section of the course

site homepage and a revised Course Schedule will be posted.

Week I (January t2 - January 17)
•  Purchase required textbook

Week 2 (January 18 - January 24)
•  MLK Day (Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday) is Monday, January 19.
•  Course Syllabus, Course Schedule, and other course materials posted throughout this week.
•  Begin working on the material that will be covered on Test 1 [i.e., Chapter 1, Chapter 2 (and Chapter 8 pp. 268-

272), and Chapter 5] - (i.e., start to read and review textbook reading assignments and Lecture Notes, start to
work through Study Guides, etc.).

•  Perhaps start working on / posting on Discussion Topics 1 and 2.

Week 3 (January 25 - January 31)
•  Continue working on Ch 1, Ch 2 (and Ch 8 pp. 268-272), and Ch 5 readings, lecture notes, study guides,

practice quizzes, etc.
•  Start or continue working on / posting on Discussion Topics 1 and 2.

Week 4 (February 1 - February 7)
•  Continue working on Ch 1, Ch 2 (and Ch 8 pp. 268-272), and Ch 5 readings, lecture notes, study guides,

practice quizzes, etc.
•  Continue working on / posting on Discussion Topics 1 and 2.

Week 5 (February 8 - February 14)
•  Continue working on Ch 1, Ch 2 (and Ch 8 pp. 268-272), and Ch 5 readings, lecture notes, study guides,

practice quizzes, etc.
•  Continue working on / posting on Discussion Topics 1 and 2.

Week 6
r

(February 15 - February 21)
All responses to Discussion Topics 1 and 2 are DUE by 11:59 pm Sunday, February 15, at the latest.
TEST 1 (Ch 1, Ch 2, Ch 8 pages 268-272, Ch 5, and the related lecture notes) available from 12:01 am
Sunday, February 15 to 11:59 pm Tuesday, February 17.
Begin working on the material that will be covered on Test 2 (i.e, Ch 6, Ch 7, Ch 8, and Ch 9) - (i.e., read and
review textbook reading assignments and Lecture Notes, work through Study Guides, etc.).
Perhaps start working on / posting on Discussion Topics 3 and 4.

Week 7 (February 22 - February 28)
•  Continue working on Ch 6, Ch 7, Ch 8, and Ch 9 readings, lecture notes, study guides, practice quizzes, etc.
•  Start or continue working on / posting on Discussion Topics 3 and 4.
•  Continue to read the articles for Extra Credit Assignment #1.

Week 8 (March 1 - March 7)
•  Continue working on Ch 6, Ch 7, Ch 8, and Ch 9 readings, lecture notes, study guides, practice quizzes, etc.
•  Continue working on / posting on Discussion Topics 3 and 4.
Yr  Extra Credit Quiz I available from 12:01 am Thursday, March 5 to 11:59 pm Friday, March 6.

Week 9 (March 8 - March 14)
•  Spring Break is Monday, March 9 through Friday, March 13.
•  Continue working on Ch 6, Ch 7, Ch 8, and Ch 9 readings, lecture notes, study guides, practice quizzes, etc.
•  Continue working on / posting on Discussion Topics 3 and 4.

"ÿ" Course Schedule continues on other side =ÿ=
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Week 10

r

(March 15 - March 21)
All responses to Discussion Topics 3 and 4 are DUE by 11:59 pm Sunday, March 15 at the latest.
TEST 2 (Ch 6, Ch 7, Ch 8 pages 261-263 and 272-285, Ch 9, and related lecture notes) available 12:01 am
Sunday, March 15 to 11:59 pm Tuesday, March 17.
Begin working on the material that will be covered on Test 3 (i.e, Ch 10, Ch 11, and Ch 12) - (i.e., read and
review textbook reading assignments and Lecture Notes, work through Study Guides, etc.).
Perhaps start working on / posting on Discussion Topics 5 and 6.

Week 1

-k

1 (March 22 - March 28)
Continue working on Ch 10, Ch 11, and Ch 12 readings, lecture notes, study guides, practice quizzes, etc.
Continue working on / posting on Discussion Topics 5 and 6.
The last day to withdraw from Spring 2015 courses is Friday, March 27.

Week 12 (March 29 -April 4)
•  Continue working on Ch 10, Ch 11, and Ch 12 readings, lecture notes, study guides, practice quizzes, etc.
•  Continue working on / posting on Discussion Topics 5 and 6.

Week 13 (April 5 -April 11)
-k All responses to Discussion Topics 5 and 6 are DUE by 11:59 pm Thursday, April 9 at the latest.
-k TEST 3 (Ch 10, Ch 11, Ch 12, and related lecture notes) available 12:01 am Thursday, April 9 to 11:59 pm

Saturday, April 11.

Week 14 (April 12- April 18)
•  Begin working on the material that will be covered on Test 4 [i.e., Ch 14, Ch 15, and Ch 17 (and Ch 3 pp. 117-

123) - (i.e., read and review textbook reading assignments and Lecture Notes, work through Study Guides,
take Practice Quizzes, etc.).

•  Start working on / posting on Discussion Topics 7 and 8.
•  Continue to read the articles for Extra Credit Assignment #2.

Week 1
e

r

5 (April 19 - April 25)
Continue working on Ch 14, Ch 15, and Ch 17 (and Ch 3 pp. 117-123) readings, lecture notes, study guides,

practice quizzes, etc.
Continue working on / posting on Discussion Topics 7 and 8.
Extra Credit Quiz 2 available from 12:01 am Thursday, April 23 to 11:59 pm Friday, April 24.

Week 16 (April 26 - May 2)
•  Continue working on Ch 14, Ch 15, and Ch 17 (and Ch 3 pp. 117-123) readings, lecture notes, study guides,

practice quizzes, etc.
•  Continue working on / posting on Discussion Topics 7 and 8.

Finals


