
Seminar in Social Psychology:



Structure of the Course
Typically, we will begin seminar meetings for the week with an overview of the topic. This will
either be provided by the instructor or will develop through discussion. The majority of the



Letter Grades
A  93+%  > 463 points             C    73-76%     363-382



Brief Overview of Schedule
(Subject to change based on in-class announcements)

Week
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Date
Jan.13
Jan. 15
Jan. 20
Jan. 22

Jan. 27
Jan. 29

Feb. 3
Feb. 5
Feb. 10
Feb. 12
Feb. 17
Feb. 19
Feb. 24
Feb. 26
Mar. 3

Mar. 5

Mar. 10
Mar. 12

Mar. 17
Mar. 19

Mar. 24

Mar. 26
Mar. 31
Apr. 2
Apr. 7
Apr. 9
Apr. 14
Apr. 16
Apr. 21
Apr. 23
Apr. 28
Apr. 30

Topic
Introduction & Themes in Social Cognition
Introduction & Themes in Social Cognition
Dual Modes: Controlled & Automatic Processing
Dual Modes: Controlled & Automatic Processing
Heuristics and Biases
Heuristics and Biases
Unconscious Processing & Rationality/Intuition
Unconscious Processing & Rationality/Intuition
Priming & Contrast/Assimilation
Priming & Contrast/Assimilation
Social Comparison / Context Effects
Social Comparison / Context Effects
No Class (Conference)
No Class (Conference)
Comparative Self Evaluation / Egocentrism
Comparative Self-Evaluation / Egocentrism
No Class (Spring Break)
No Class (Spring Break)
Introspection, Self-Focused Attention, & Self-control
Introspection, Self-Focused Attention, & Self-control
Mental Simulation
Mental Simulation
Perspective Taking
Perspective Taking
Understanding the Self and Others
Understanding the Self and Others
Stereotypes: Implicit Measures
Stereotypes: Implicit Measures
Stereotypes: Automaticity & Control
Stereotypes: Automaticity & Control
Motivated & Defensive Reasoning/Processing
Motivated & Defensive Reasoning/Processing



Exploded Schedule & Readings

1     Introduction and Themes in Social Cognition (January 13, 15)

Hamilton, D. L., Devine, P. G., & Ostrom, T. M. (1994). Social cognition and classic issues in



5     Priming & Contrast/Assimilation (February 10, 12)

Ledgerwood, A., & Chaiken, S. (2007). Priming us and them: Automatic assimilation and
contrast in group attitudes. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 93, 940-956.

Mussweiler, T., & Damisch, L. (2008). Going back to Donald: How comparisons shape
judgmental priming effects. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 95, 1295-1315.

Wegener, D. T., Petty, R. E. (1995). Flexible correction processes in social judgment: The role
of naive theories in corrections for perceived bias. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology,
68, 36-51.

Brochu, P.M. & Dovidio, J.F. (2014). Would you like fries (380 calories) with that? Menu
labeling mitigates the impact of weight-based stereotype threat on food choice. Social
Psychological and Personality Science, 5, 414-421.



9     No Classes (March 10, 12)

10    Introspection, Self-Focused Attention, and Self-Control (March 17, 19)

Baumeister, R. F., Bratslavsky, E., Muraven, M., & Tice, D. M. (1998). Ego depletion: Is the
active self a limited resource? Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 74, 1252-1265.

Fischer, P., Greitemeyer, T., Frey, D. (2007). Ego depletion and positive illusions: Does the
construction of positivity require regulatory resources? Personality and Social Psychology
Bulletin, 33, 1306-1321.

Wilson, T. D., & Schooler, J. W. (1991). Thinking too much: Introspection can reduce the
quality of preferences and decisions. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 60, 181
192.

Geers, A. L., Rose, J. P., Fowler, S. L., Rasinski, H., Brown, J., & Heifer, S. (2013). Why does
choice enhance treatment effectiveness? Using placebo treatments to demonstrate the role of
personal control. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 105, 549-566.

11    Mental Simulation (March 24, 26)

Kray, L.J., et al. (2010). From what might have been to what must have been: Counterfactual
thinking creates meaning. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 98, 106-118.

Wakslak, C., & Trope, Y. (2009). The effect ofconstrual level on subjective probability
estimates. Psychological Science, 20, 52-58.

Walsh, E., & ANon, P. (2009). My imagination versus your feelings: Can personal affective
forecasts be improved by knowing other peoples' emotions? Journal of Experimental
Psychology: Applied, 15(4), 351-360.

Epley, N., & Schroeder, J. (2014). Mistakenly seeking solitude. Journal of Experimental
Psychology: General, 143, 1980-1999.

12    Perspective Taking (March 31, April 2)

Epley, N., Keysar, B., Van Boven, L., Gilovich, T. (2004). Perspective taking as egocentric
anchoring and adjustment. Journal of Personality & Social Psychology, 87, 327-339.

Eyal, T. & Epley, N. (2010). How to seem telepathic: Enabling mind reading by matching
construal. Psychological Science, 21, 700-705.

Lin, S., Keysar, B., & Epley, N. (2010). Reflexively mindblind: Using theory of mind to interpret
behavior requires effortful attention. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 46, 551-556.

Todd, A. R., Hanko, K., Galinsky, A. D., & Mussweiler, T. (2011). When focusing on
differences leads to similar perspectives. Psychological Science, 22(1), 134-141



13    Understanding the Self and Others (April 7, 9)

Eibach, R. P., Libby, L.K., & Gilovich, T.D. (2003). When change in the self is mistaken for
change in the world. Journal of Personality & Social Psychology, 84, 917-931.

I@uger, J., & Dunning, D. (1999). Unskilled and unaware of it: How difficulties in recognizing
one's own incompetence lead to inflated self-assessments. Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology, 77, 1121-1134.

Rose, J. P., Windschitl, P. D., & Jenson, M. E. (2011). The joint influence of consensus



16    Motivated & Defensive Reasoning/Processing (April 28, 30)

Balcetis, E., & Dunning, D. (2010). Wishful seeing: More desired objects are seen as closer.
Psychological Science, 21, 147-152.

Klein, W. M. P., & Harris, P. R. (2009). Self-affirmation enhances attentional bias toward
threatening components of a persuasive message. Psychological Science, 20, 1463-1467.

Maner, J.K., Gailliot, M.T., Rouby, D.A., & Miller, S.L. (2007). Can't take my eyes offyou:
Attentional adhesion to mates and rivals. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 93, 389-
401.

Windschitl, P. D., Smith, A.R., Rose, J.P. & Krizan, Z. (2010). The desirability bias in
predictions: Going optimistic without leaving realism. Organizational Behavior and Human
Decision Processes, 111, 33-47.


