
PSY 3940-034 Teaching of Psychology - Spring 2017
Tuesday 3:30 - 4:30 p.m., UH6400

Dr. Rickye Heffner, Ri_ck52e Het'fnerÿkltoledo.edu,
Office hours Tuesdays 1:30-3:30, and by appointment, UH 5008

Course Goals:

•  Develop an understanding of some philosophical issues in teaching
•  Develop an understanding of practical issues in teaching
•  Consolidate your understanding of psychological concepts relevant to teaching
•  Gain experience in teaching, giving presentations, grading assignments, and conducting small-group



Jan 24 - Week 3: To Teach (10% of grade)

Read the articles below:

Buchholz & Ullman, 2004.12 commandmems for PowerPoint. The Teaching Professor, p. 4.
Buskist, 2000. Common mistakes made by graduate teaching assistants and suggestions for correcting

them. Teaching of Psychology, 27, 280-282.
"Guiding" students to learning, 2000. The Teaching Professor, 1-2.
Poole, 1994. The syndrome. Available in blackboard and online: JO_t_tt!L/_/ÿjt.j2_ij B uV311

Assignment:

Browse through Teaching of Psychology or Journal of College Science Teaching (available on
OhioLink) to find one additional article that you think provides some good ideas for PSY 1010. Be
prepared to present the ideas to the group for discussion.

Also bring two powerpoint slides that you have printed. One should be an example of a poor slide that
violates several of the 12 Commandments, the other should be a revision of the poor slide that
violates none of the Commandments. The topic can be either the article you found on teaching or a
topic covered in Introductory Psych that you might use in a lecture.

Jan 31 - Week 4: Grading & Participation (10% of grade)

Read and be prepared to discuss the following alÿicles. How can we help students learn important concepts
in psychology and apply them? To foster discussion, make a list for each article of points that either
surprised you or that you think might be particularly important to apply. You can refer to these in class.

Rojstaczer & Healy, 2012. Where 'A' is ordinary. Teachers College Record, 1-23.



•  Keeping up with the class readings in the text and viewing any assignments in MyPsychLab
•  Attending class
•  Holding office hours and review sessions

•  Taking roll and contacting students who are absent
•  Informing the instructor as soon as you see problems of any sort developing
•  Reading students' online discussion posts (if assigned) and providing feedback
•  Encouraging students to come to you and helping those who do
•  Providing lecture summaries to post in Blackboard to help guide student studyilig
•  Innovative ideas
•  Reliability
•  Potential mini-lecture(s)


