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Course Syllabus 

 
Title:    Seminar in Psychology: Statistical Modeling for Latent Variables 

PSY 6930 (Section 3)/7930 Section 001 (Face to Face) 
 
Term:    Spring 2020 

Tuesdays: 8:35-11:15am 
 
Location:  University Hall – Room 1610 
 
Credit Hours:  3 
 
Instructor:  Jon Elhai, Ph.D.    | TA:  Nikki Christ 
   (419) 530-2829 (office)   | Nicole.Christ@rockets.utoledo.edu 
   Jon.elhai@utoledo.edu (e-mail)  |  
   www.jon-elhai.com    
  
Office Hours
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Learning Objectives:  

1. Students should identify the theory behind the statistical techniques covered in this course.  
2. Students should explain the assumptions behind the statistical techniques covered in this course. 
3. Students should be able to execute the statistical techniques covered in this course. 

  
Course Policies and Procedures 
1. Attendance: It is the responsibility of each student to attend all classes, and turn in all assignments on time. 
Please do not arrive late to class! Students are expected to contribute to class discussion – including asking 
questions of other students presenting their work. Attendance and participation are worth 20% of the final grade. 

a. Classroom Environment. It is expected that the classroom environment will be peaceful and respectful. 
Using a computer in class for note-taking is permissible; but research shows that you retain more 
information from note-taking with paper and pencil/pen. Using smartphones in class is permissible, but 
research shows it will interfere with learning class content. So use devices, don’t use them; I don’t care.  

 
2. Exams: There will be one midterm exam, and a non-cumulative final exam. The exams will consist of short-
answer essay questions, and computer-based tests of applied knowledge in analyzing datasets. Exam material will 
be taken from the textbooks, articles/book chapters and lectures. Each exam is worth 35% of the final course grade. 
No makeup exams will be given. If an exam must be missed due to extremely extenuating circumstances, let the 
instructor know as soon as possible. 
 
3. Homework: Several homework assignments will be required (10% of your grade). These exercises will help 
consolidate the material in small chunks of information, and will demonstrate competence regarding the statistical 
analyses. Homework exercises will be due on the subsequent Monday; students should bring their completed 
homework to class for discussion. Homework exercises will be available for view at: goo.gl/fcw4K 
 
4. Grading: 
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Recommended Texts (for further information on related content, but not required for this course): 
 
Multivariate Statistics (general resource) 
Tabachnick, B. G., & Fidell, L. S. (2007). Using multivariate statistics (5th ed.). Boston, Massachusetts: Allyn and 

Bacon. 
 
Mplus Software 
Muthén, L. K., & Muthén, B. O. (1998-2020). Mplus user's guide (8th ed.). Los Angeles, California: Muthén & 

Muthén. 


