
 

Principles of Psychology 
PSY1010:902  

 

 

Course Location and Times 
Mondays & Wednesdays 11:10AM – 12:30PM 

Synchronous Online: Blackboard Collaborate Ultra 

 

Class Meetings in Blackboard 
The course will be conducted synchronously online, meaning that we will have a “live” 

meeting during normal class time in Blackboard using Collaborate Ultra. The class meetings 

will also be recorded so that students who are unable to attend can re-watch the session 

(however, please note that attendance is worth a portion of the points in this course; see 

below for more details). Links will be posted on the left-hand side of our Blackboard site 

under “Blackboard Collaborate Ultra”. You are able to “join” the live meeting/course room 

15 minutes before the start of class. Please make sure to login on time. If you have 

questions during the meeting, please use the chat function to ask your question (or send 

directly to our teaching assistant). We will pause several times during our class meeting so 

that I can answer these questions. More information on how to join the live sessions and 

access recordings of the live sessions can be found here: 

http://utlv.screenstepslive.com/s/student/m/56924 

 

Contact Information  
Professor: Keith A. Edmonds, M.A.   

Email: Keith.Edmonds@rockets.utoledo.edu  

Office Location: Online 

Office Hours: See below for hours and link 

 

Teaching Assistant: Elyse Hutcheson  

Email: Elyse.Hutcheson@rockets.utoledo.edu 

Office Location: Online 

Office Hours: See below for hours and link 

 

Course Description  
This is a General Education Social Science Core course. This course will provide an 

overview of psychology, psychological research basics, biological bases of behavior, 

perception, learning, cognition, emotion, motivation, development, psychological disorders, 

and an introduction to social psychology

http://utlv.screenstepslive.com/s/student/m/56924


Course Prerequisites and Corequisites:  

None  

 

Course Goals 
Course goals and learning objectives will be assessed via weekly quizzes, discussion board 
posts and responses, and exams. By the end of the semester, you should:  
   
¶ Possess a knowledge base in psychology, including key concepts, principles, and 

themes across psychological domains (e.g., biological bases, cognition, individual 
differences, and development) 

¶ Understand scientific inquiry and critical thinking, including scientific thinking and 
the strengths and limitations of research designs, methods, and results 

¶ Reflect on ethical and social responsibility in a diverse world, including the 
importance of individual differences and diversity, interpersonal relationships, and 
ethical principles of behavior   

¶ Reflect on communication, including conveying information and interacting with 
others 

¶ Be aware of personal and professional development, including how this course may 
inform the understanding of yourself, others, and future personal and professional 
goals  

 
[Adapted from Assessment of Outcomes of the Introductory Course in Psychology, APA, 2017] 

 
Learning Objectives  
Based on these course goals, the desired learning outcomes include: 
¶ Describe key concepts, principles, and overarching themes in psychology 
¶ Develop a working knowledge of psychology’s content domains 
¶ Use scientific reasoning to interpret psychological phenomena 
¶ Interpret basic psychological research 
¶ Incorporate sociocultural factors in scientific inquiry 
¶ Apply ethical standards to evaluate psychological science and practice 
¶ Adopt values that build interpersonal relationships and community at local, national, 

and global levels 
¶ Interact effectively with others 
¶ Apply psychological content and skills to personal goals 
¶ Apply psychological content and skills to career goals  
 
[Adapted from Assessment of Outcomes of the Introductory Course in Psychology, APA, 2017] 

 

Required Textbook 
The required textbook for this course is: Lilienfeld et al. (2017). 

Psychology: From Inquiry to Understanding, 4th edition, Pearson. 
 

How to purchase:  

The bookstore is selling an access code to the eText option only 



(https://console.pearson.com/enrollment/2uvbbq). If you would like a hard copy of the 

book instead, I suggest purchasing or renting it from an online retailer (e.g., Amazon). 

Although the newest version of the book may not be necessary, some form of this text is 

required for study purposes. 

 

Office Hours 
All office hours will be held online via Zoom. In order to utilize Zoom you will be asked to 

download a connection. This program is free, available for Mac and PC, is safe, and 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconsole.pearson.com%2Fenrollment%2F2uvbbq&data=04%7C01%7CKeith.Edmonds%40rockets.utoledo.edu%7C78bcb47d35394d3b966e08d897096621%7C1d6b1707baa94a3da8f8deabfb3d467b%7C0%7C0%7C637425413920254051%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EuD5J9Fw8iTe93p6LC2X1ayoB2zCTes8yRwVyh8Sm1Y%3D&reserved=0
https://zoom.us/download
https://zoom.us/j/4712104317
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F8324769502&data=04%7C01%7CKeith.Edmonds%40rockets.utoledo.edu%7Ce2bdfd51284e4e8c910808d8af761e09%7C1d6b1707baa94a3da8f8deabfb3d467b%7C0%7C0%7C637452269144541980%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=u8cu9i%2FCVAz3399q8TqVSLPFeg7fs%2FtMU4cMfVDUbuQ%3D&reserved=0


Grading & Assignments 
 
*All Assignments in this course are due on Fridays at 5:00PM.* 
 

A variety of assignments will be used in an effort to provide a comprehensive estimate of 

whether the course goals and learning outcomes have been achieved. Please note that 

course goals, learning objectives, grading, and assignments are all logically interconnected. 

Your knowledge of the material covered in the book, supplemental materials, and lectures 

will be assessed with weekly quizzes, discussion board posts/responses, and exams. 

 

Attendance: 
Virtual class attendance is required and will count toward your final grade. Attendance is 

automatically recorded in Blackboard Collaborate Ultra. “Attending” class means being 

there for the entire time. If you miss a significant portion of a lecture, you may be given 

partial or no attendance credit for that class period. You are allowed two unexcused 

absences from the class that can be used for any reason (no need to contact me but 

you will still be responsible for learning the material). If you will be absent from class 

beyond the two unexcused absences you must contact the instructor and/or TA via email 

before the class you will miss, except under extenuating circumstances. Absences will be 

deemed excused in consultation with me. Excused absences may include university 



Discussion Board Posts and Responses: 
To stimulate engagement of the course material, I will post topics to be discussed within 

your Discussion Group, to which you will be randomly assigned. You are responsible for 

engaging in the discussion through the Group Discussions in Blackboard.  

 

For discussion boards, y

http://www.albion.com/netiquette


 

You will always have one week (Monday at 8:00AM – Friday at 5:00PM) to complete 

the exams. Late exams will NOT be accepted.  

 

You will be allowed to retake one exam at the end of the semester during finals week. 

Some things to consider:  

¶ You can choose whichever exam you would like to retake.  

¶ You may only retake one exam.  

¶ Your highest grade will be kept. If you do worse on the retake it will not hurt your 

grade. 

¶ Exam 4 will still be held during finals week, thus you will likely be extra busy so plan 

accordingly.  

 
*Please note that the biggest mistake students make with open-book exams is not 

studying! If you do not study, you will not do well. It is impossible to look up the 

answers to all 50 questions in 2 hours. You should continue to study as if this were a 

closed-book test. This will allow you to answer most questions without using outside 

resources.* 

 

Grading: 
 

Assignment 
Total 

Assigned 

Points per 

Assignment 

Total Points 

Possible 

Attendance 25 5 125 (11%) 

Exams  4  125 500 (42%) 

Quizzes 16 20 320 (27%) 

Initial Discussion Board Posts 3 40 120 (10%)  

Discussion Board Responses 6 20 120 (10%) 

Total   1185 

 

Letter Grades:  

 

A > 93%   B- 80-82%  D+ 67-69% 

A- 90-92%  C+ 77-79%  D 63-66% 

B+ 87-89%  C 73-76% 

 

http://www.utoledo.edu/al/psychology/undergrad/research_exposure.html


write 5 research papers, or participate in 5 credit hours of research studies, or do some 

combination of the two options. Two of these credit hours may be completed via online 

research experiments. If you cannot participate due to scheduling issues or would prefer 

not to participate, you can fulfill this requirement by writing reports on scientific articles. If 

you are under the age of 18 years, you will need to have a parent or guardian complete a 

permission slip that will allow you to participate in departmental research studies. You can 

find this permission slip on the Blackboard course site. You MUST fulfill this 

https://utpsych.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_aYmmYtMMQIX0mdD
mailto:psychresearch@utoledo.edu
https://blackboard.utdl.edu/
http://www.utoledo.edu/dl/helpdesk/index.html
mailto:utdl@utoledo.edu


personal website hosting, and UTAD account management can be directed to UT’s IT Help 

Desk at (419) 530-2400 or ithelpdesk@utoledo.edu.  

 

Always have backup internet access identified in case of emergencies. Loss of 

internet will not be an acceptable excuse for missed deadlines unless the outage is 

widespread. 

 

Classroom Netiquette  
 

http://www.utoledo.edu/it/CS/HelpDesk.html
http://www.utoledo.edu/it/CS/HelpDesk.html
mailto:ithelpdesk@utoledo.edu
http://www.utoledo.edu/policies/academic/undergraduate/pdfs/3364-71-04%20%20Academic%20dishonesty.pdf
http://www.utoledo.edu/policies/administration/diversity/pdfs/3364_50_03_Nondiscrimination_o.pdf
http://www.utoledo.edu/policies/administration/diversity/pdfs/3364_50_03_Nondiscrimination_o.pdf
http://www.utoledo.edu/offices/student-disability-services/index.html


please contact the Center for Student Advocacy and Wellness on the main campus in Health 
and Human Services Room 3017. You can call 419.530.2497 during regular business hours 
and 419.530.3431 for 24-hour assistance from a trained advocate.  In-person, walk-in 
appointments are also available Monday-Thursday from 8:30AM to 5:00PM. The Center for 

http://www.utoledo.edu/title-ix/
http://www.utoledo.edu/title-ix/policies.html
https://etutoringonline.org/index.cfm
http://www.utoledo.edu/dl/students/elibrary.html
http://www.utoledo.edu/studentaffairs/counseling/
http://www.utoledo.edu/success/writingcenter/


 


