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Background

Problem Statement: What 

problem are you trying to solve? 

“To our knowledge, our study is the primary report of profiling
circRNAs in renal tissue and illustrates that circRNAs could be
candidate genetic factors controlling blood pressure”.

“A major impediment to begin studying circRNAs in rat models of 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28778982
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Cheng%20X%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=28778982
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An Editor’s Perspective
• View your Abstract as a Marketing Strategy 

!Clients"# $%&#%&'(&)*+,-(./%+01-+2&'(&)&%3+
# $/3.#%&'(&)*+2&0-&%34+

Note: Editors often recommend 
articles for media publicity 
(Catchy titles help).

• On-line search databases typically contain ONLY abstracts.

• Published abstracts are ‘immortal’.
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Abstract Grading
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Making the Grade :
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Making the Grade :
Reviewer Criteria for Scientific Meetings
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Scientific Merit - direction toward the development of a 
new or improved diagnostic procedure or idea
Organization - well organized, easy to follow and 
understand
Practicality - should be available, logical, and feasible. 
Presentation - should be clear, brief, show understanding 
of the subject matter
Technical quality - the idea must stand up to scrutiny. 
Facts and data have scientific backing. 
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Making the Grade :
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Making the Grade :
Scoring Criteria for Scientific Meetings
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- Excellent (10) – candidate for oral presentation
- Very Good (9 ) – candidate for top poster presentation
- Good (5-8) – candidate for poster presentation
-
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Making the Grade:
Beyond the Score, Reviewers Assess…
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- Oral Presentation/Oral Awards

- Travel Awards

- Specific Society or other Sponsored Awards

Increasing visibility and reputation via: 
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Making the Grade:
Beyond the Score, Reviewers Assess…
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Newsworthy Abstracts 
Scientifically valid, clinically significant or breakthrough
science that is of interest to the public or professional 
audience. 
- Is it new information? 
- Is it intriguing to the public (e.g. mummies had heart 
disease)? 
- Is it a scientific breakthrough - even at the animal stage? 
- Is it long-awaited or much-anticipated? 
- Will it change the way patients are treated? 

Increasing visibility and reputation via: 
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Abstracts: the good and 
the bad…
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How to Write a Compelling 
Abstract!!!
• Title has to have “sex appeal”
• Must grab the attention of the reviewer

• Conclusion needs to be compelling
• Short, definitive, important.

• Content must support conclusion and title
• At most, 1-2 sentence introduction to the problem
• Include critical methods
• Key results should generally include data and p values
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1. Form groups of 4-5 people
2. Rewrite your abstract
3. Discuss with group members ideas for 

improvements
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Course Evaluation

The University of Toledo 21


